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Data vis specialists, Visual designers, User experience designers, 
Digital producers, Developers



2007. "A brief history of data visualization". In: C. 
Chen, Wolfgang Härdle and Antony Unwin, eds., 
Handbook of Computational Statistics: Data 
Visualization, vol. III, chap. 1, pp. 1–34. 
Heidelberg: Springer-Verlag.

www.datavis.ca/papers/hbook.pdf

http://libweb5.princeton.edu/visual_mat-erials/maps/websites/the
matic-maps/quantitative/sociology-economics/sociology-economic
s.html

http://www.jeffersonbailey.com/speak-to-the-eyes-the-history-and-p
ractice-of-information-visualization/

The beginnings
"Among the most important 
problems of the 17th century 
were those concerned with 
physical measurement – of 
time, distance, and space – for 
astronomy, surveying, map 
making, navigation and 
territorial expansion."

http://www.datavis.ca/papers/hbook.pdf
http://libweb5.princeton.edu/visual_materials/maps/websites/thematic-maps/quantitative/sociology-economics/sociology-economics.html
http://libweb5.princeton.edu/visual_materials/maps/websites/thematic-maps/quantitative/sociology-economics/sociology-economics.html
http://libweb5.princeton.edu/visual_materials/maps/websites/thematic-maps/quantitative/sociology-economics/sociology-economics.html
http://www.jeffersonbailey.com/speak-to-the-eyes-the-history-and-practice-of-information-visualization/
http://www.jeffersonbailey.com/speak-to-the-eyes-the-history-and-practice-of-information-visualization/


Scheiner’s 1626 representation of the 
changes in sunspots over time.

2007. "A brief history of data 
visualization". In: C. Chen, Wolfgang 
Härdle and Antony Unwin, eds., 
Handbook of Computational Statistics: 
Data Visualization, vol. III, chap. 1, pp. 
1–34. Heidelberg: Springer-Verlag.

www.datavis.ca/papers/hbook.pdf

Pre-1800s

http://www.datavis.ca/papers/hbook.pdf


1785-86: The Commercial and 
Political Atlas; Representing, by 
Means of Stained Copper-Plate 
Charts, the Exports, Imports, and 
General Trade of England, at a Single 
View. 

1800s: 
William 
Playfair



1855:
John Snow
C.F. Cheffins, Lith, Southhampton 
Buildings, London, England, 1854 in 
Snow, John. On the Mode of 
Communication of Cholera, 2nd Ed, 
John Churchill, New Burlington Street, 
London, England, 1855.



1901: 
Šareni 
svjetski 
koledar
http://www.academia.edu
/182997/Croatian_Diaspo
ra_Almanacs_A_Historical
_and_Cultural_Analysis

http://www.academia.edu/182997/Croatian_Diaspora_Almanacs_A_Historical_and_Cultural_Analysis
http://www.academia.edu/182997/Croatian_Diaspora_Almanacs_A_Historical_and_Cultural_Analysis
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Ben Fry

http://benfry.com/zipdecode/

1999: 
Zipdecode

http://benfry.com/zipdecode/


2005: 
Baby 
Name 
Voyager
Martin Wattenberg

babynamewizard.com/voy
ager

http://babynamewizard.com/voyager
http://babynamewizard.com/voyager


https://youtu.be/hVimVzgtD6w?t=3m25s

https://youtu.be/hVimVzgtD6w?t=3m25s


https://www.gapminder.org/tools and https://youtu.be/hVimVzgtD6w?t=3m57s

https://www.gapminder.org/tools
https://youtu.be/hVimVzgtD6w?t=3m57s


http://well-formed.eigenfactor.org/

http://well-formed.eigenfactor.org/




Audience

Data

Question

What will the data 
visualisation be?



Audience

Data

Question

Led by available 
or existing data

Data research and 
analysis with story 
and audience in mind



Audience

Data

Question

Led by a topic or 
theme Creating an interesting 

story for the audience, 
founded in data



Audience

Data

Question

Led by a goal or 
outcome for people

Understanding the 
audience



Audience

Data

Question

A combination 
of all three



Case study: Nature Index



Good starting 
screen



No need for 
explanation

http://ui-patterns.com/
https://usepanda.com/app/#/
https://uimovement.com/

http://ui-patterns.com/
https://usepanda.com/app/#/
https://uimovement.com/


What is the 
pattern?



What is most 
important?
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